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REVIEWS. 


diagnosis of tumors has, perhaps, reached as a great a refinement as 
will be possible within the coming ten. This able chapter of Starr’s is 
followed by a condensed yet satisfactory discussion by the editor of the 
cerebral palsies of childhood. In this chapter the illustrations are 
particularly well selected and are a material aid to the understanding 
of the subject In discussing the treatment of the diseases the author 
favors surgical interference whenever warranted. 

The chapters on Spinal Cord Diseases are on the whole not as satisfac¬ 
tory as those in the other sections of this book. Peterson, in particular, 
must have considered himself limited in space, for it is difficultto under¬ 
stand why he should have given such scant account of so important a 
disease as amyotrophic lateral sclerosis or why poliomyelitis anterior 
should receive only a little more than four pages. In discussing the 
pathology .of this disease the author has not given as full an account as 
the many excellent and recent autopsies would have warranted. _ His 
statement that there are no recorded autopsies in cases of pure primary 
lateral sclerosis will have to be modified in view of Struempell’s publi¬ 
cations. Possibly this chapter was written before Struempell’s articles 
appeared. 

Great praise is due to De Schweinitz for the discussion of diseases of 
the optic, oculo-motor, pathetic and abducens nerves, and to Collins for 
his exhaustive treatment of the tropho neuroses. We know of no more 
satisfactory account of such rare disorders as Raynaud’s disease, angio¬ 
neurotic oedema and of acromegaly than is to be found in these pages 
of Collins’s. The tables on page 897 give the differential diagnosis be¬ 
tween acromegaly, myxcedema, and hypertrophic osteo-artbropathy. 
The author has also given an account of adiposis dolorosa, as described 
originally by Dercum, and of scleroderma and morphoea. It is well in 
this connection to call attention to the successful treatment of some 
forms of trophic disease by the use of the thyroid extracts. Dr. Burr 
has written a separate chapter on the diseases associated with pathological 
changes in the thyroid gland. The symptoms of the various diseases 
could thuB be brought out more easily by contrast with one another if 
not by points of resemblance. Jacoby has written a terse account of 
Subacute Myositis and of the Progressive Muscular Dystrophies. Keen’s 
article on Surgery of the Brain, Spinal Cord and Nerves is very com¬ 
plete from a surgical point of view. It will be a great aid to those who 
are contemplating operations upon the central or peripheral nervous 
system, operations that are, after all, still rare. The chapter on Neuro- 
Electro-Therapeutics, with which the book ends, is altogether too good to 
appear in the unfortunate position which it holds; it might to much 
greater advantage have been added to the introductory chapter, or might 
have preceded the discussion of the organic diseases of the nervous 
system. 

After a careful consideration of this voluminous text-book we are con¬ 
vinced that the majority of the articles will be found helpful, that the 
book is a credit to the industry of American Neurologists, and that such 
faults as it possesses are due chiefly to its “ cooperative ” character. 
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In the October, 1894, number of this Journal we expressed a wish 
that this work were accessible to English readers. We find this wish 
more than realized in the substantial volume which lies before us. 
We say more than realized, because the omissions which we pointed out 
in our earlier review have been, to a considerable extent, filled by the 
conscientious work of the editor. The translation differs from the 
original French work chiefly in the arrangement and transposition of 
matter, the separation of hydrotherapeutic measures from. thermic 
agents, the addition of a therapeutic index, the omission of certain 
illustrations and the insertion of others. We miss also the colored map 
giving the mineral springs, climateric stations, and sea-baths, which was 
found in the original. Certain other changes will be mentioned in de¬ 
tail. Of the criticisms which we made most have received attention. 
We could wish that static electricity, for instance, had been discussed 
at greater length, and that metallic electrolysis had been fully pre¬ 
sented. The analyses of Kubinal-Condal (p. 184) and La Puda (p 
198) are still wanting. In the latter quotation by error “froide” was 
left untranslated; as it now stands the word might be assumed to be a 
part of the name.. On the other hand, we recogaize many and valuable 
additions, the Solis-Cohen compressed-air apparatus, various electrical 
devices which are well illustrated, and in a very large number of 
instances comments of great practical importance. In the three matters 
in which the original work was so markedly deficient the additions of 
the editor are of especial value. These are the climate, health-resorts, 
and mineral springs of America. Although no one of these sections is 
extensive, we venture to say that when we consider the practical value, 
the fair statements, the conciseness of diction which are seen here, the 
information which the editor has compressed into these pages will be 
found more satisfactory than most more pretentious efforts in the same 
direction. In electricity, throughout the whole section, the hand of the 
editor appears, and always to the advantage of the reader. We wel¬ 
come the book to our library, where it occupies a place beside the original, 
and that it will be more frequently consulted than the latter is not alone 
due to the fact that it contains information not to be found in the French 
edition, but also that it has been adapted to the needs of the American 
physician by the painstaking skill, good literary judgment, and broad, 
practical experience of the editor. R. W. W. 
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